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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 December 2006 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) E3 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 
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10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
12/21/06 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

1 . Regarding claims 1 , 9 and 1 6, the language of the claims raise questions as to 
whether the claims are directed merely to an abstract idea that is not tied to a 
technological art, environment or machine which would result in a practical application 
producing a concrete, useful, and tangible result to form the basis of statutory subject 
matter under 35 U.S.C. 1 01 . Specifically, the method for defining attributes of polygon 
border tiles, as disclosed in claim 1, a computer-readable medium having computer- 
readable program code embodied therein, as disclosed in claim 9, and a computer 
system, as disclosed in claim 16, are directed to an algorithm, which is an abstract idea 
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that do not correspond to any specific real world data. These claims do not claim any 
"practical application" or "useful, concrete and tangible result". See MPEP 2106 IV 
(B)(1). 

4. Regarding claims 2-8, dependent on claim 1 , the examiner gives the same 
reasons as stated above. 

5. Regarding claims 10-15 and 17-20, dependent on claims 9 and 16 respectively, 
the examiner gives the same reasons as stated above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1-16 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 101 , set forth in this Office action. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

8. Regarding claims 1 , 9 and 1 6, the prior art of record fails to show, either 
individually or in combination, designating a same single edge for each border tile and 
generating attributes of the border tiles based on whether only the single designated 
edge of each border tile crosses the polygon, is within the polygon, or is outside the 
polygon. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jwalant Amin whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2455. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Zimmerman can be reached on 571-272-7653. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




MARK ZIMMERMAN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER ?600 



